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100 ppm A threshold used for inventorying substances in a product or material.   
One hundred (100) ppm is equivalent to 0.01% by weight.

1000 ppm A threshold used for inventorying substances in a product or material.   
One thousand (1000) ppm is equivalent to 0.1% by weight.

assessment report 
template

A report template used to document all findings gathered during a GreenScreen 
assessment.

authorized  
GreenScreen  
assessment

Authorized GreenScreen assessment reports are conducted by Authorized  
GreenScreen Practitioners and may be upgraded to Certified GreenScreen reports 
by submitting them for quality control to a Licensed GreenScreen Profiler or to 
Clean Production Action’s toxicologist.  

authorized  
GreenScreen  
Practitioner

An individual who has completed advanced training in the GreenScreen method, 
has demonstrated scientific expertise and capacity to perform a high-quality 
GreenScreen assessment, and is licensed by Clean Production Action to conduct 
GreenScreen assessments for his or her registered organization. 

CaSrN Chemical Abstract Service Registry Number (also known as “CAS#”)

Certified  
GreenScreen  
assessment

A GreenScreen assessment that has attained the highest level of quality and  
oversight.  Either a Licensed GreenScreen Profiler performed the assessment  
or an Authorized GreenScreen Practitioner performed the assessment and  
subsequently submitted the assessment for certification. GreenScreen assess-
ments for free and/or for sale can be found in: GreenScreen store, Interstate 
Chemicals Clearinghouse (IC2) database, and Pharos.

Chemical Substance 
(“Substance”)

A substance of fixed composition, characterized by its molecular structure(s), 
which typically has an associated CASRN (and may also have synonym CASRNs). 
Synonyms include: “constituent;” “ingredient;” “chemical;” “compound;” or  
“component.” 

Consultant Consultant is a general term used to distinguish among Licensed GreenScreen 
Profilers, Third-Party Certifiers, and Authorized GreenScreen Practitioners. Consul-
tants in this context are companies or individuals that help manufacturers under-
stand how to apply GreenScreen methods, help gain insight into products, and  
aid in earning LEED points. Consultants do not provide GreenScreen assessment 
or certification services. See Licensed GreenScreen Profiler or Third-Party Certifier 
for these other services.

Data Gap (DG) A data gap indicates that measured data and authoritative and screening lists 
have been reviewed, and expert judgment and estimation such as modeling and 
analog data have been applied, and there is still insufficient information to assign 
a hazard level to an endpoint. When generating a final GreenScreen Benchmark 
score, the presence and number of data gaps in different hazard categories can 
result in downgrading the Benchmark. This can result in a final GreenScreen 
Benchmark “U” or the addition of a subscript DG (e.g., GreenScreen Bench- 
mark-2

DG or -3DG).
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feasible  
Environmental  
transformation  
Product (tP)

An environmental transformation product that is likely to form/occur under natural 
or artificial conditions because the chemical structure of the parent chemical 
allows for certain types of transformations (e.g., hydrolysis) and because those 
transformations are likely to occur based on the functional use of the chemical 
across its life cycle (e.g., discharged to water). When generating a final Green-
Screen Benchmark score, the hazards of any feasible and relevant transformation 
products are considered and can change the final Benchmark score. If the final 
Benchmark is altered due to a transformation product, subscript TP is appended 
(i.e., GreenScreen Benchmark-1TP, -2TP, or -3TP).

GreenScreen  
assessment

A GreenScreen assessment is a comprehensive chemical hazard assessment 
that is conducted using GreenScreen for Safer Chemicals “Guidance and Method 
Documents” (http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents) 
and results in a GreenScreen Benchmark score (Benchmarks-1, -2, -3, -4, or -U).

GreenScreen  
BenchmarktM  
Criteria

A set of algorithms or decision logic used to assign a GreenScreen Benchmark 
score to a chemical based on the hazard profile of the chemical. The Benchmark 
criteria include a combination or combinations of GreenScreen hazard endpoints 
and hazard classifications.

GreenScreen List 
translator (Lt)

A streamlined chemical hazard assessment method developed by Clean  
Production Action that produces GreenScreen List Translator scores.

GreenScreen  
List translator (Lt) 
Scores

List Translator scores are based upon screening chemicals against the  
GreenScreen Specified Lists using the GreenScreen List Translator method. 

“LT-1” means “Likely GreenScreen Benchmark–1”. If a GreenScreen assessment 
were performed on the chemical, it would likely result in a Benchmark-1 score.

“LT-P1” means “Possible GreenScreen Benchmark–1”. Frequently this means that 
the chemical appears on a list that does not translate directly to a single Bench-
mark score and Benchmark-1 is included in the range of possible Benchmark 
scores.  

LT-UNK” (“unknown”) indicates that a chemical is present on a GreenScreen 
Specified Lists but that there is insufficient information to classify the hazard as 
LT-1 or LT-P1.  The LT-UNK score or the absence of a chemical on hazard lists does 
not mean it is safe. It may mean the chemical has not been reviewed by the body 
publishing the list or that the chemical has not yet been well tested.

For complete details on List Translator method see GreenScreen “Guidance and 
Method Documents” (http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-
documents). 

GreenScreen 
Software Provider—
Pharos

The Pharos Chemical and Material Library (CML) is a fee-based database that  
provides online access to chemical hazard information for over 30,000 CASRN 
identified substances and reports GreenScreen hazard classifications and 
GreenScreen List Translator scores for chemicals by applying the GreenScreen 
List Translator methodology. Developed and maintained by the Healthy Building 
Network, the Pharos Chemical and Material Library is available at http://www.
pharosproject.net. 

GreenScreen  
Specified Lists

GreenScreen Specified Lists are chemical lists generated by state, national, or 
international governments, authoritative bodies, and expert organizations. These 
lists are recommended for use in identifying and classifying chemical hazards  
using the GreenScreen Hazard Criteria. GreenScreen List Translator relies on 
these lists to generate preliminary hazard scores. Details on how these lists 
translate to hazard endpoints and scores can be found in the GreenScreen  
“Guidance and Method Documents” (http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/
method/method-documents).

http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
http://www.pharosproject.net
http://www.pharosproject.net
http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
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GreenScreen  
Specified Lists—
authoritative and 
Screening Lists

Authoritative lists are generated by recognized experts, often as part of a govern-
ment regulatory process to identify chemicals and known associated hazards. 
These lists are considered to be of high reliability and should only be changed 
when new data or special circumstances clearly indicate that a new level-of-
concern is warranted. Intervention of a toxicologist is typically required to validate 
such a change.

Screening Lists result in a classification with a lower level of confidence because 
at least one of the following is true of the list. It was: 

a. developed using a less comprehensive review,  

b. compiled by an organization that is not considered to be authoritative,  

c. developed using predominantly or exclusively estimated data, or 

d. developed to identify chemicals for further review and/or testing. 

Hazard Endpoint A specific type of adverse health outcome or physical property that can cause 
harm.  The GreenScreen method specifies 18 hazard endpoints that must  
be evaluated. A few examples include: carcinogenicity, acute aquatic toxicity,  
bioaccumulation, and flammability.

Hazard  
Summary  
table

A table in the GreenScreen Assessment Template used to document and present 
the hazard classifications for all 18 hazard endpoints. The template can be found 
in the GreenScreen “Guidance and Method Documents” (http://www.green 
screenchemicals.org/method/method-documents).

Homogeneous  
Material  
(“Material”)

A uniform solid, liquid, or gas composed of one or more substances that cannot 
be mechanically disjointed, in principle. It may be a chemical formulation or 
compound; a substance of unknown or variable composition, complex reaction 
product, or biological material (UVCB); or a combination of the two. Coatings and 
finishes such as plating, powder coats, enamels, etc., are considered unique 
homogeneous materials.

impurity Residuals from prior processes or contaminants from raw materials (i.e., residual 
output or byproduct from a prior process is a contaminant input to the next).

intended reaction 
Product

The product of any chemical reaction that is an intentional part of the production/
formulation or material/mixture.

intentionally  
Used Substance

Any chemical substance used in the production of the homogeneous material, 
whether or not it is intended to remain in the manufacturer’s finished product. 
Examples include: monomers, reagents, catalysts, reactive and nonreactive 
additives, auxiliaries, processing aids and other process chemicals, or any other 
chemical substance that is used in making the product, but may be present in 
reduced amounts (or not at all) in the finished product (i.e., it reacts, gets washed 
off, etc.).

Licensed  
GreenScreen  
Profiler

A company with expertise in toxicology and comparative chemical hazard assess-
ment that is licensed to provide GreenScreen assessments on a fee-for-service 
basis to any individual or organization who seeks to commission one.

Manufacturer’s 
inventory

The report generated and publicly disclosed as a result of completing a Product 
Inventory.  Detailed requirements and a sample template are included in this 
document.

Manufacturer  
Statement  
of Disclosure

A reporting option for the LEED v4 Material Ingredient Option 2 (Optimization) that 
allows a manufacturer to document that there are no GreenScreen Benchmark–1 
or LT-1 ingredients.

http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents
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Mixture A chemical and its impurities; a formulated mixture of single chemicals;  
a combination of formulated mixtures, polymeric materials and/or single  
chemicals (e.g., liquid cleaning product, fragrances, lotions, and printing ink).

Monomer A molecule, typically small and of low molecular weight that can be bonded  
to other molecules to form a polymer.

MSDS Material Safety Data Sheet

Product A finished good composed of parts, homogeneous materials, and/or chemical 
substances. A product may function as part of another product. A product may  
be made of one or more homogeneous materials. 

Product inventory Inventory of the chemical substances within a product.

Proprietary  
ingredient

Ingredients in products that are confidential to the manufacturer or producer.

relevant  
transformation 
Product

An environmental transformation product that is: 1) persistent enough to be 
encountered after use or release of the parent chemical and 2) NOT a substance 
necessary for life or commonly formed in the ambient environment.

SDS Safety Data Sheet

third-Party  
Certifier

A Third-Party organization recognized by Clean Production Action to provide  
Third-Party certification for manufacturer claims for LEED Project submittal docu-
ments. This is for both Option 1 and Option 2 of the LEED v4 Material Ingredient 
credit. This is an optional step for LEED compliance for Option 1; however, it is 
encouraged to ensure that claims of the manufacturer are accurate. In Option 2, 
documentation (i.e., List Translator and/or GreenScreen assessments is required 
to prove your claim without third-party certification. If you have third-party  
certification of your Option 2 claim, additional documentation is not required. 

UVCB Substances of Unknown or Variable composition, Complex reaction products, or 
Biological materials. These substances have additional identification requirements 
due to their unknown or variable composition. Identifiers such as source, manu-
facturing process, and genetic code may be required to fully define the substance 
(European Chemicals Agency or ECHA, see http://echa-term.echa.europa.eu). 

Valid GreenScreen 
assessment

GreenScreen assessment reports are considered valid for three years, after  
which time they expire and should be updated to restore validity.
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